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We view with some anxiety the pressure which is bound to 
be felt, bearing in m i n d  that the year commences with a crowded 
house. The greatest pressure is felt on the female s i d e ,  which has 
long been full. with deserving cases waiting admission, which are 
at present, with much inconvenience, provided for outside. 

Like our predecessors, we entertain strong objections to make 
any further additions to the present large establishment, unless 
under the greatest necessity, and we sincerely trust that the pressure 
will not prove so great as we anticipate, and that the necessity for 
building may happily be avoided. Extensive repairs, too, are 
urgently required to the building, fences, &c., and these will  hare 
to be carried out as soon as possible, especially the lay ing down ol 
good stone flagging in the men's dining room in place of the 
present worn out wooden floor, which has been down for twenty 
years, and is becoming dangerous. The outlay on the various 
works required will amount at least to £40 

On 3 1 s t  December, 1876,  there remained in the Asylum 205 

males and 3 1  females. Total, 236. During the vear there have 
been admitted 88 males and 78 females; total,' 1 6 6 ;  so that in all 
4o2 inmates have been resident. Of these have been discharged 
and died 79 adults and 79 females; total, 1 ; 8 ;  leaving in the 
ylu at the end of the ear 2 1 4  males and 3o females; total, 
+ The average daily number of inmates was_239, as against 
32 for 1 8 7 6 ;  an increase of seven inmates per d i e m ;  the largest 

Increase which has taken place for many years. 
4 

_ _ T h e  average cost per head for 18;7 was £ 1 7  16s, or four 
shillings more than for the previous year. 'The large outlay for 
bedding and clothing was the cause of this small excess. 'The 
average per head for 1878 will, however, benefit by being free 
from these necessary and expensive items. 

The produce of the garden, at market rates, amounts to £144 
8s 6 d ;  and the dairy has during the year realised a profit of 
£'82 17s 4d. 

The following table shews the diseases &c., from which the 
inmates were suffering on 31st December, 1 8 7 7 : ­  

Bind 22 Epilepsy ­ 5 

Paralysis 24 Pinter's Disease 1 
Consumption 2 Lue 7 

Spinal disease 2 Sciatica 4 

Heart disease 14 Scrofula 2 

1Hip disease G Rupture 5 

Imbecility 19 Confinement 4 

Loss of Limbs 8 Infants 1 

Rheumatism 16 Old and infirm­ 98 

Ast henin 1 
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In the month of July, a mournful event occurred, which threw 
gloom over your Committee, the officers and servants, and all 

oinected with the Institution. We refer to the illness and decease 
f Mrs. W. H. Boughen, t he first Matron of the Institution, after 

8 years of zealous, painstaking, and faithful service. The esteem 
n which the deceased lady was held, was solemnly shewn by the 
athetic and striking assemblage of aged, feeble, blind, and lame 
mates, otlieers and servants, members of committee, old citizens, 

mud old friends, who gathered around her grave to pay their last 
ribute of respect, and to bid final farewell to one who was always 
ind and considerate to all, and with whom duty was ever the first 
nsideration. 'The Master, W. H. Boughen, received from us a 
·tter of condolence and sympathy ; and has, we are happy to say, 

·orne up manfully against his heavy atlliction. 
Mrs. Wearn, for many years Sub-Matron, was promoted to 

he vacant Matronship, atd a nurse appointed to attend the sick 
nd lying-in cases, The work has been well carried out under the 
ew arrangement. 

There is little to report in connection with the Lying-in Hos­ 
ital, which, as usual, has been well conducted. The cases show a 
light increase over previous years, but considering the extent of 
he district and population, they are far from excessive, Some very 
xceptional cases have been dealt with tenderly and with sympathy, 
nd every etfort made to induce the young girls to enter upon an 
dustrious and virtuous course of life. 'These cases are of course 
ery difficult to deal with, owing to the privacy and seclusion re­ 
uired, but, thauk God, the services of a few kind ladies and 

udicious friends are always at the disposal of your Committee, and 
hrough their noble endeavors and discreet management, many a 
oung life has been saved from a career of shame, and has lived to 
e a credit to the community, to which otherwise it would have 
roved a curse and a reproach. 

The old questions which have so vexed and troubled the 
nstitution from its commencement, came before us painfully at 
early every meeting, especially in connection with the out-door 
«lief. Stated shortly, they are­ 

1st--How to deal with parents applying for admission or relief, haring 
adult children in a position io support them. 

2nd--The growing evil of wife desertion. 
It frequently happens that parents are relieved, who have sons 

mnd daughters able to maintain them, but they refuse to do so, and, 
whether it is owing to the peculiar circumstances surrounding the 
ocial life of a young colony, or whatever may be the cause, the 
experience_of your Committee goes to prove that a grievons lack of 
filial affection and constancy generally exists in that part of the 
population dealt with by the Asylum. When age, disease, and 
lescrepitude creep u upon the parents +1 11....',si»etances 

­ 
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Institution, and your Commi t tee  is helpless, for no matter wl,, the circumstances of the fa m i l y  may be, no legal means ex»st f, 
compelling t h e m  to maintain their parents. l 

Space will not permit of our going at length into the questi, 
of wife desertion and its consequent evils. Pages m i g h t  be write, 
of the experiences of your committee in connection with this serios 
crime, the light way in which it is pun ished,  and the cool a n d  i, 
human manner in which scores of f ami l ies are left by their crul 
husbands and fathers to neglect, starvation, and to crime. It mu" 
suffice to state that this lightly punished crime costs the Institutio, 
a large sum every year, as may be gathered from the fact that f, 
1 8 7 7 ,  39 deserted wives, having amongst them o8 children, recee relief from the I nstitut ion. We determined again to take prompy action to get some legislation enacted, that it m i g h t  deal to some extent with the evils pointed out. CorrcspniH!enci...: wns commcn::.!\� on these qnestions with the Melbourne, Geelong, and Bendig Benevolent Asylums, and the Ladies· :Vl<:lbounH! Benevole11J 
Society. The experience of those managements proved to be en tirely in accord with our own, and a powerful deputation wa arranged to wait on the Hon. the Chief S e c r e t a r y ,  consisting of 
delegates from each of the Institutions n a m e d ,  t oget her _wit h ,  th] 
members of the several districts interested. 'The d e p u t a t i o n ,  whiclt was most courteously received by Mr. Berry, entered well ant) 
exhaustively into the evils referred to, and earnestly pressed fo speedy relief. The Chief Secretary, who a d m i t t e d  the serious wand 
of legislat ion on these matters, gave a d i s t i n c t  and posit ive promisd 
that during the session the f o l lowing Acts s h o u l d  be put it 
m o t io n :-  

0  I  
Ist-A Aet by which children who are of age, and able to do so, shoull 

compelled to support t heir parents. 

2nd---An Aet of Reciprocity, by which deserting husbands could l] 
arrested in other Colonies aid breuht b c J "  The disturbed state of politics, and consequent pressure on] 

his t i m e ,  has hitherto prevented Mr. Berry from carrying out his 
promise, but when things are more settled, we trust our successors 
in office will follow up the good work so promisingly commenced 

We desire a l s o  to take this opportunity to point out tht 
e m b a r r a s s i n g  position in which your Committee is sometimes place/ 
in reference to imbecile and insane inmates. It occasionally happen 
that,  after some act of violence by an inmate, he is exam ined as 
his sanity by the medical officers of the Institution, and upon the? 
certificate not only pronounced insane, but dangerous. On t 

necessary steps being taken for the removal of the case to a Lunate 
Asylum, objection is taken by the magistrate and doctor in lunacy 
its removal, on the ground of their not being satisfied of its insanity 
As these cases can not  be allowed to stree, in some instances you 
Commit tee  have no option but to readmit  them, although certified 
to he tho most competent medical authorities as dangerously insane 
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inmates, w ho  are unable to defend themselves from sudden attack. 
As no means of restraint, coercion, or confinement exists in con­ 

nection with the Institution, sooner or later some serious catastrophe, 
and perhaps loss of life will occur by these insane cases being 
allowed to wander at will amongst a number of helpless and feeble 
people, who cannot make any resistance, Should loss of life occur, 
a thing not at all  unlikely to happen, from the experience of your 
Committee, the public outcry would be very great; and it seems 
hard and unjust for your C o m m i t t e e  to have to incur so grave a 
responsibility, because, on behalf of humat.ity, to prevent starvation 
in fact, they have to a d m i t  a  case which upon a competent certificate 
is pronounced insane. One of two things are required. The 
Institution must be provided with lunatic wards, lockups, straight 
waistcoats, and keepers, and all the necessary accessories for the 
treatment of lunatics, or, more deference and respect should be paid 
by the authorities to the certificates of insanity gire by the medical 
otlicers of the Institution ; gentlemea standing high in their pro­ 
fession, and whose constant personal contact with the inmates, gives 
them a great advantage in disputed cases of insanity. 

Church collections having become things of the past, it was 
thought expedieat to initiate a Charity Sunday Collection through­ 
out the district. The otlicers of the Hospital and Orphan Asylum 
were invited to a conference on the matter by your secretary, the 
result being that a most successful collection was made throughout 
the district, the portion received by the Benevolent Asylum 
amounting to £143 14s 1d. There is good reason for believing 
that the Charity Sunday Collections will prove much larger as it 

becomes a permanent and prepared for event. Our best thanks 
are due to the Committee, Ministers, and Congregations, and all 
concerned in making the collection such a gratifying success. 

During the year applicaticn was made to the Government for 
a Comm i ss io n of the Peace in favor of Mr. Charles Collet Shoppee, 
the late President for two years, of the Institution, in recognition of 
his valuable labours in that capacity. We are pleased to report 
that our request was kindly granted, and that Mr. Shoppee has 
received his Commission. We beg heartily, to thank the Govern­ 
ment for i t s  courteous attention to our request; and for the special 
grant-in-aid of a&75o, for repairs and building purposes. 

We desire also to thank the gentlemen in the different districts 
who so kindly undertake the not over-pleasant task of superintend­ 
ing the cases at a distance ; also the press, which is always to the 
fore in rendering every possible assistance to the Institution. 

In concluding our report, we would point out that we are un­ 
able in the confined limits at our disposal to touch upon many of 
the interesting portions of the workings of this comprehensive 
Institution, The extent of the district and population, the many 
interesting branches_of relief. the varied and conliosi»c roe doh+ 
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amount of social and moral good to the community, so effectually 
but silently achieved by the gentlemen who year by year give their 
time and labor to the really extensive and responsible work involved 
in the management, cannot be done justice to in a mere annual 
report. To properly describe the Benevolent Asylum, now the 
second Institution in Victoria, in numbers and expenditure, and the 
first in comprehensiveness, embracing as it does more branches of 
relief under one management than any other, and its workings» 
would require the dimensions of a book, which we hope ere long 
to see compiled. We hawe simply brought under your notice th" 
points requiring more immediate attention. 

We are thankful our year of office has been so successful, and 
earnestly trust that our successors in office may have as pleasiS 
an account to render. 

We desire to express our warm appreciation of the ability and 
energy displayed by the officers, and their unvarying courtesy on all 
occasions ; and, taking it all round, we can honestly express our 
opinion that the governors and subscribers, and the public, have 
every reason to be proud of their noble Institution, 'TE BALL.ARAT 

DISTRICT BENEVOLENT;ASYLUM. 

l 
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