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We view with some anxiety the pressure which is bound
be felt, bearing i mind that the year conmences with a crowded
house. The greatrst pressure is felt on the {einale sile, which has
long been fall. with deserving cases waiting sdmission, which are
at present, with much inconvenience, provided for owmside,

Like our predecessors, we cutertain strong objections to make
any further additivns W the presene large esablishment, unle 58
under the greawst necessity, and wo sineevely truse that the prossure
will not prove so great as we anticipate, and that the necessity for
building ay happily he avolded. I xtensive repairs, too, €
urgently required to the building, fenees, &e, and these will have
o be carried out as svop as possible, especially the laying down of
good stone flagging in the men's dining room i 'plncc of the
present worn out wooden floor, which has been down for twenty
years, and is becoming dangerous. ‘The outlay on the various
works required will amount at least to dﬁ’_‘_—]o_

On z1st Decewmber, 1876, there remained in the Asyluni 205
males and 3o females.  Total, 236, Durine the year there have
heenlndmitted 88 males and 78 females; mt;ﬂb 166; so thar i all
402 mmates have been resident.  Of these ]1:1\'0 b::en discharged
and died 79 adults and 79 females; total, 1c8; leaving v the
;\.S)’illlt]‘at the end of the Yeur 2i4 males and ; 10 females; total,
244. The aveage daily number of fnmates was 23¢, a8 against
232 for 1876, an increase of seven fmates per dien; the lrgest
hcrease which bas tak en place for many yeurs, ’ 3

S]]_]“T (l:e average cost per head for 1877 was £17 16s, or four
.l. ]I:IDS more tlml_: for the previous year. The large outlay for
sedding and clothing was the canse of this small excess. Lhe
?vgiagg per head for 1878 will, however, benefit by being free
rom these vecessary and expensive jtems

The produce of the garvden, at market rates, amounts to £144
8s 6d; and the dairy las during the year realised a profi o
£82 175 4d.

~ The followmg table shews the discases &c., from which the
inmates were sulfering on 31st December, 1877:—

Blind . 3 ?2 Lipilepsy ; - b
Paralysis - - 2 Painter’s Disease - 1
Conswunption - Al Lawo - - 7
Spinal diseasc - g 2 Sciaficn - - 4
Heart discose - : 14" Serofuln - - 2
Hip disease . e« 1 Ruptare - =
Imbeeility - - 19 Confinement = - 4
Liogs of Limbs - = 3 Infants * a8
Rleumatism 2 = 16 Old and infirm- . 08
Asthenia - =t : e
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In the month of July, a mournful event eccarred, which threw
qloom over your Comimittee, the officers and servants, and all
ormected with the Institution,  We refer to the illness and decease
£ Nrs. W. . Boughen, the first Matron of the Institution, after
8 yeurs of zealous, painstaking, and faichftd service.  The esteenn
1 which the deceased lady was held, was soleminly shewn by the
athetic and striking assemblage of aged, feeble, blind, and lame
nmates, oflcers and servants, members of committee, old citizens,
ud old friends, who gathered around her grave to pay their last
ribute of respeet, and 10 bid tinal farewell to one who was always
imd and considerate to all, and with whon duty was ever the first
snsideration.  ‘I'he Mlaster, W. H. Boughen, recewed froni us a
tter of condelence and sympathy ; and has, we are happy to say,
wrne up manfully agmust his heavy atfiction.

Mrs. Wearn, for many years Sub-Maren, was promoted to
e vacant Mawonship, aud a nurse appointed 1o attend the sick

nd lying-in cases.  The work has been well carried out under the
W arrangemcnt.

There is little to report iny connection with the L)’il]g-ill Hos-
ital, which, as usual, hias been well conducted. The cases show a
light increase over previous years, but considering the extent of
he district and population, they are fir frony excessive. Some very
xceptional cases have been dealt with tenderly and with sympathy,
ud every eftfort made to induce the young gi‘rls to enter upon an
1dustrious aud victuous cowrse of ife, ‘lhese cases are of course
ery difficult o deal with, owine o the privacy and secluson  re-
wired, bur, thauk God, the services of a few kind ladies and
adicious friends are always at the disposal of your Committee, and
hrough their noble cndeavors and discreet managenent, many a
roung life has been saved frong career of shame, and has lived to
¢ a credit to the community, (o which otherwise it would have
wroved a cuarse and o reproach,

_The old guestions which have so vexed and troubled the
nstitution from its commiencement, came hefore us painfully af
early every mieeting, especially iy connection with the out-door
elicf.  Stated shortly, they are—

lst—How to «deal with payg

: nts applying for admission or relief, kaving
wdult children i n posi Pplying fo

. . Lion 1o sipport them.
Znd-—The growing ovil of wife desovtion
It frequently happens that parents are relieved, who have sons
i daugbters able to mimntam, them, byt they refuse o do so, and,
> L3 3 C ; : x 3 E
whether it is owing 1o the pecylia, cireumstances surrounding  the
mcml_hfe of a young colgu}r, or whatever may be the cause, the
S jienence aff yous Counminiee goes to prove thit a grievous lack of
fiial affection aud Soskaaeny; generally exists in that part of the

population dealt With by the Asylum, When age, disease, and
lescrepuude (:_1'06[31111 e it the_ PArente. Hha nlildeass sosameinetantes

3, 7 e T i —
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Tnstitution, and your Comnitiee is helpless, Tor o matter wh,
the circomstances of the foaily way be, no legral means exist fut
compelling them to mainin their parents.

Space will not permit of our going at lengih mto the questiy,
of wife desertion and its consequent evils.  Pages lllghl l)‘_z Wity
uf the cxpel‘icnccs of your commitlee in conneclon with this serlm.;s
crime, the fight way o which it is puished, and the cool _md .
human mamer in which scores of Ginilies are left by their cryg
hus bands and fathers to negleet, starvation, and to crime. It. fy

sutfice 10 state that this lightly punished erime costs thf: Insuiutiy,
a large sum every year, as may be gathered from the fact that {q,
1877, 39 deserted wives, having amongst then ¢8 children, rectiveg
relicf from the Institution.  We determined again to take 1)!'0111m|
action o get some legislation enacted, that & mght deal to sowy,
extent with the evils pointed out. Correspondence was Conmuclcy
on these questions with the Melbourne, Geelong, and chhg
Bevevolent Asylums, and the  Ladiesw Melbourne Benevaoley,
Society. The experience of those managements proved o be o
tirely v accord with our own, and a powerful deputaton wg
wranged o wait on the Fon, the Chiel Secretary, consisting o
delegates from each of the Tostiiutions naned, Lngcllwl with !'11\1
members of the several districts juterested. “The (iepm:ilu}n, whicly
wis most cowreonsly received by Ar. Berry, entered well g
CXhi\ll‘jt!\'u.i_\'. wto the evits referred 1o, and earnestly pressed o
Spce{l}l' relief.  The Chiet Seeretary, who adnitted the SCTTONUS Wil
of legishison n these matters, gave a distinet and positive promis,

= v § bl 5
that durmg the  session the {dlowi Acts should he put

N 1
motiogg:— ™

Ist—An Act by which childvon who aee of age. and able fo do so, shouy
be compelled 1o support their parents.
2 ; .
..n(l—:-\ln Act of Reeipracity, by which deserting hushands conld b
arrested e oflier Colonjes . breught ok
Phe disturbed stqre
lns time, fhas hitherto pre
promee, hat when things
in uthee will follow up th

of politics, and  consequent  pressure ot
veuted My, Bory [rom carrying out ks
are more seitled, we trust our SUCCCSSord
¢ goud work so prouwsingly conumenced

Wee l_]C-"’“‘n‘ _:}kO to taks thig opportanity  to point out th
.em]m ras g posiion in which your Commiittee is sometimes plice
in reference to imbeeile and wsane fnmates, It occasionally happey
thar, afrer some act of violence by an inmate, he & exanined as
his sty by the medical officers of the Institution, and upon they
certificate not only pronounced insane, bur dangercus.  On
necessary steps being taken for the removal of the case to a Lunad
Asylam, objection is taken by the magistrate and doctor in lunacy o
its removal, on the ground of their wt being satisfied of its insanity.
As these cases cannat be allowed to starve, in some Instances you
Commnittee have no mgliun but to readuit them, although  certified
iy e the mnet canpotent niedical authorities as davecrously nsane,
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mmates, who are wnable o defend themselves from sudden attack.
As no menns of reswaing, coercion, or continement exists i con-
nection with the Institution, seoner or later some serious catastrophe,
and perhaps loss of life  will occur Dy these insane cases being
allawed to wander at will amongst a number of helpless and feeble
people, who cannot make any resistance.  Should loss of life occar,
a thing not w all unlikely o happen, from the experience of your
Comumiittee, the public outery would be very greay; and it seems
bard and unjust for your Comuittee to have to incur so grave a
responsibiliy, because, on behalf of bumazity, to prevent starvation
i fow, lho)" have to admit o case which upon a competent ceriiticate
is pronounced insane.  Oue of two things are required.  The
Institution must be provided with lunatic wards, lockups, straight
waistcoats, and keepers, and all the necessary accessories for (he
treatmient of lunatics, or, more deterence and respect should be paid
by the authorities o the certifieates of wsanity given by the wedical
otficers of the Tustitution ; gentlemea standing high m their pro-
fession, and whose constant personal contact with the famates, gives
theny a great advantage i disputed cases of insanity.

Church collections having become things of the past, it was
thought expedicat to initiate 4 Charity Sunday Collection  through-
out the disteict.  The otlicers of the Hospital and Orphan Asylum
were invited to o conference on the matter by your seeretary, the
result being that a most suceesstal collection was made threnghaout
the district, the portion received by the Benevolent Asvum
anlounting to £143 145 6d. There is geod reason for believing
that the Charity Sunday Collections will prove much larger a5 it
becomes g permianent and prepared for event.  Our best thanks
are due to the Commiltee, Ministers, and Congregations, and il
coneerned in nml{ing the colleetion such a gr:ltifying SUCCESS,

I)uring the year applicaticn was made to the Government for
& Comimission of the Peace in favor of Mr. Charles Collet Shoppee,
the late President for two years, of the Instiution, in recognition of
his valuable labours m that capacity,  We are plc:lsed to report
that our request was  kindly granted, and that M. Shoppee has
received his Comimission.  We beg heartily, to thank the Govern-
ment for its courteous attention to our request; aud for the special
grant-m-aid of z£750, for repairs and building purposes.

We desive also to thank the gentlemen in the ditterent districts
who so kindly undertake the not over-pleasant task of superintend-
ing the cases at o distance ; also the press, which is :'ll\VE})'S w the

| fore in rendering every possible assistance to the Insutation.

In concluding our report, we would point ont that we are no.
able I the confined limits at our disposal to louch upon many of
the interesting portions of the workings of this comprehensive
[ustitution.  The extent of the distriet and population, the many

~nteresting branches of velief. the varted and ecnnflicfine sacas dadl
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amount of social and maral good to the comumunity, so eftectually
but silently achieved by the gevtlemen who year by year give their
time and labor to the really extensive and ]’US])('JHS_I])IL‘ work involved
i the management, cannot be done justice to m a mere el
report. To properly describe the Benevoleot _-\5)'hllm, now the
second Tnstitution i Victoria, in numbers amd expendinre, and the
first in comprehensiveness, embracing as it does more brnncil?s t?f
relief uuder one management than any other, and its workmgs,
would require the dimensions of a book, which we hope cre lO“;‘,t
to see compiled. We have simply brought under your notice the
peints requiring more immediate attention,

We are thankful our year of office has been so successful, ﬂ_ﬂd
carnestly trust that our successors in office may have as pleasts
an account to render.
and

We desire to express our wann appreciation of the ability I
a

energy displayed by the oflicers, and their unvarying courfesy ol
occastons ; and, taking it all round, we can honestly express our
opivion that the governors and subscribers, and the public, have
every reason to be proud of their noble Institution, L're BaLLaraT
District BesevoLENT/AsyLu:.
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Receired during the year ended S1st December, 1877,
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