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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
OF THE

BALLARAT BENEVOLENT ASYLUX

Tuge Committee of Management of the Dallarat Tenevolent .'\sylunh ¥
submitting their fifth amual report to the governor:s and suhs.crﬂners, car
not but acknowledge with thanks the increased support received by
Institution, both at the hands of the public of Ballarat aml the _.s-urrounJ
ing pastoral, mining, and agicultural districts, ancd of the L[:_l,'ls[:ltlll:i!(li
the colony during the past y ew, which lias enabled them mot only to liqu
date the responsibility entered into by their predecessors m underta kind
the erection of the centre building, Lub also to eflicet variouws other sanitag
improvements which were much required.

"The centre building was completed on the 20th of May, at a total o
of £2907 15s, and was opened by a soirce on the 10th June, \\'h}d
financially proved a complete . success—the sum of L9353 1as ht.l buin
realised by it. The thanks of the Committee are due to the ]:ruhf:§ wh
so kindly presided at the trays on the oceasion, a8 also to Ar A._JA‘. l}mld‘-
and the Iadies and gentlemen of the choir, who giwe their services In o
of the institution. This addition to the Asyhun enabled your Committs
to carry out the classification of sexes, reconmended by their predecessos
by allotting the centre building to the male adult immates, and giving th
whole of the south wing forthe accommodation of the female adult g
mates and children. Your Committee have thus been mmbl::d ’
appropriate sepauate wardsfor the boys and girls, who, up to 91'cct10n 0
the centre building, were confiued to one ward, witlt a partition acres
the centre.

The sanitary improvements consist of the crection of two brick cesspil
and water-closets for the inmates, the old wooden buildings, which werg
source of great nuisance, having been removed. The school room has gl
heen enlarged by the ercction of tramsepts, and the interior arrangement
of the school improved by a gallery and additional desks. ‘lhe front ¢
the south wing has also been tuck -pointed, in order to prescrve th
building and give it a similarity of a.ppearance with the centre.

Your Committee, impressed with the desire of mkking the DBallar
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Benevolent Asylum supply, for a time at lenst, the want so often ex-
perienced of an institution to e shelter and medical aid to destitute
persons during their accouchement, have for some time back admitted
extreme cases ; but applications of this character have become so nwmerous,
and the capacity of the present building so limited for the proper classifica-
tion of the female patients, that the Committee have been constrained to
invite tenders for the crection of the front portion of the north wing,
Yow Committee have more willingly undertaken this responsibility, seeing
that there was every prospect of a comsiderable balance being available
at the termination of the year. ‘The tender by Mr Hope for £1689 has
been accepted, the works are in progress under the supervision of Mr, J.
A Doane. The crection of this portion of the north wing will complete
the front clevation of the building and add four wards and six small
apartments to the present accommodation of the house. The fumnishing
of the centre building has been completed under the supervision of the
House Commiitee.

As stuied in the last annual report 42 males, G females, and 28 children,
totad 76, remaimed in the Asylum; since 7 males, 44 females, and 37
children, total 178, have heen admitted, and G children born i the
institution, makimg =2 total of 260 persons to whom the Asylum las
afforded a home during the past year, shewing an inerease of 122 or nearly
double the nuniber relieved the previous year; 61 males, 29 females, and
18 children, total 108, have been discharged as relieved, have left of their
own accord, or been referred to other institutions; 24 males, 9 females,
¢ children, total 39, have died; and 54 males, 12 females, and 47 children,
toinl 113, remain in the house,

Ty veference to the table shewi

' ng the average cost of cach inmate
dwring the past year,

it will he secen that the cost of maintenamnce per
]wad_ has Deen ;B:EG 35 5ld, which, compared with the cost during the
previous year, £29 3s 81d, shows a reduction of £3 0s 3d on each immate,

As SE:L‘LC(] i the l‘:\st annual report, G4 fuy milies, consist ing of 78 adults and
115 children _renm.med i receipt of out-door reliof ; since 166 applicants
have been 1‘(3]1(:\'0(1, making a total of 230 famsilies; of these 57 families
consisting of (_'»‘1-‘ :1du]t.§ and 110 children, still mimin dependent on thé
insLitution. It is gr:.ztl‘fying to your Comm ittee to be able to show that the
usual digress under tlis Ihead has a tendency to decrease, as compared with
the statistics of the previous year, hoth in number and cost of maintenance.
The average number of cases relioved per week in 1861 was 71, at an
average cost of £16 19s 111d per amnum, or 6s Gld per week for each
recipient, whereas the average number of cases telieved per week during
the past year is only 69, the average coss being

& 51d B s £14 45 93d per annum,
or s 5ld per week, showing a reduction of 15 14 per week on each family,

This reduction i owing to the articles of food Deine tendered for at
cheaper rates, and the substitution of relief in provisionsb instead of money
wherever possible.  The total expenditure for out-door rebief is £994 5s 44
1us_s than the previous year, being £1206 17s 4d for 1861, £982 12s for 1862,

It i3 encouraging to your Connnittee to be able to report that the financial
prospects of the institution are very healthy, for, notwithstanding the
pressure of other local clanids, consequent wupon the requirements of this
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