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HEALTH LIBRARIES

BETTER EVIDENGE - BETTER HEALTH

Health Libraries Australia, or HLA as we are commonly known,
is the national health special interest group within ALIA. We
represent librarians and information professionals working in
all health sectors. We have a big vision, one that speaks to our
value in creating a better and more equitable health system.
Our vision is that all Australians benefit from health library

and information professionals’ expertise that is integral to
evidence-based health care.

HLA structures itself in five strategic portfolio areas,

all contributing to achieving our vision:

* Professional development, education and training:
Investing in our specialist workforce through education
is essential for the growth of our profession. We have
developed our competencies for health librarianship
and base our health specialist PD Scheme on these. We
facilitate high-demand specialist PD events throughout the
year, the highlight being our annual two-day conference
(this year delivered as two online seminars — the next one
in November).

* Advocacy, research, marketing and awards: We base our
advocacy on research-based evidence, and fund research
projects every year. We oversee two awards that support
research and innovation. We contribute to submissions that
advocate for health librarians and libraries in the national
agenda; and we develop marketing materials specifically
for health libraries.

* Partnerships and collaborations: HLA works closely with
other international health library associations to share
information, extend our reach and enhance our work.
Nationally, HLA collaborates with other associations,
agencies and education/research organisations.

* Publishing and communication: HLA delivers the
Journal of Health Information and Libraries Australasia
(JoHILA) - this is an open access journal that showcases
and records the research, practice, achievements and
progress of Australasian health libraries. HLA Alerts is a
monthly alerting service. We use Facebook, LinkedIn and
Twitter accounts to connect with our members and the
general public.

*  Membership: HLA is only as strong as its membership
and aims to speak with one voice so that our advocacy
message is clear and undiluted. We provide benefits, such
as member discounts and exclusives to encourage all the
health library community to join, and as a way of thanking
all our many volunteer contributors. We aim to listen to
our members so they may also contribute to strategic
initiatives. This is an invitation —join the HLA Committee
and be part of a vibrant community of practice.

HLA executive committee members (past and present) are

also on the ALIA Health Library and Information Advisory

Committee. This committee advises the ALIA Directors on

topics of interest and concern to health libraries, and nurtures

relationships with allied associations.

Health Libraries and COVID-19

Health librarians play an important role in the COVID-19
pandemic in Australia. By rapidly adapting our services to
enable clinicians and others to connect seamlessly to vital
information resources, we add our professional value in this
novel and ever-evolving health crisis.

HLA has led COVID-19 initiatives in a myriad of ways:

* Issued a Statement of Support to Health Libraries and
Health Library Workers

* Collaborated internationally to produce a suite of
COVID-19 literature searches

e Curated content and resources regarding COVID-19

* Ranan online PD Event ‘Now, Next, Beyond COVID-19
- Health Librarians’ Experiences’ to enable rapid sharing of
information, peer learning and professional networking

* Ran a survey of health librarians’ experiences and published
a COVID-19 feature edition of JoHILA.

* s funding a special research project: What Place has the
Library Space? Lessons & reflections from COVID-19.

We are sure you will agree that Health Libraries = Better
Evidence = Better Health. To stay connected with HLA follow
us on social media and the ALIAHealth elist. *
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