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With winter setting in and budget cuts and price rises beginning to bite hard, 
the Health Libraries Inc. (HLI) Training Day at the State Library of Victoria was 
a perfect tonic. The day was a good balance between product presentations and 
training from EBSCO and MIMS and sessions run by librarians.

Helen Shipperlee from St Vincent’s provided us with some fantastic 
information on assisting clients with systematic reviews. If this topic interests 
you, definitely follow Helen’s suggestion to read Pippa Hemingway’s What 
is a Systematic Review? http://www.medicine.ox.ac.uk/bandolier/painres/
download/whatis/syst-review.pdf

Rachel Burek from EBSCO presented a great session on LinkSource that 
had people buzzing. Following the mantra of ‘put electronic materials in the 
hands of users wherever they start their search’, Rachel showed us how we 
can potentially link our resources to PubMed, Google Scholar and EBSCO 
Discovery Service. Here at Ballarat Health Services we are part of a pilot 
with St Vincent’s Hospital and have set LinkSource up. It is definitely worth 
considering – no matter how much training we provide, I have found that 
the vast majority of clinicians go to either PubMed or Google to look for 
information. We can’t wait to see the impact on our statistics in six months’ 
time.

The e-books forum provided plenty of food for thought. It was great to 
hear from the Alfred’s Adam Clark about his considerable experience with 
e-books. The questions are endless – Outright purchase or subscription? 
One user, multiple users or unlimited? Web-based books or downloadable? 
Unfortunately, it all comes down to cost and juggling competing demands 
within an ever-shrinking budget.

Kathryn Rough and Jeremy Taylor rounded out the day with some positivity. 
Kathryn’s presentation on the dashboards at Western Health was inspiring. We 
all keep statistics, with a little extra effort we can promote them to our users 
and spread the message that we are invaluable. Web Counter is such a simple 
(and free) idea that we will definitely investigate further. Similarly, Jeremy’s 
‘It’s not all free’ posters were very affirming – without us, clinicians would 
flounder in the world of evidence-based practice. If medical libraries (and 
Gratis with them) disappear, health services have very little access to the top-
ranked journals in the world.

So, where to from here? Should we keep the status quo or launch into the 
world of e-books? Should we keep spending on our collection or allow funds 
for access tools like LinkSource? The HLI Training Day was invigorating and a 
great opportunity to get together with a large crowd of health librarians and 
share ideas. If you missed this one, grab the opportunity to come along if it’s 
scheduled again next year.


