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The fi rst patients have been treated in the new 
purpose built $55 million Ballarat Regional 
Integrated Cancer Centre (BRICC).

Just after 2pm on Monday 22 April, the fi rst 
patient was treated on one of the two new linear 
accelerator radiation oncology machines.

A second linear accelerator will be operational from 
mid-June. This will address the longer than optimum 
waits to commence radiotherapy in the Grampians 
region. 

Additional patient services, including day oncology 
and outpatient consulting, are progressively 
scheduled to transition and be operational from 1 
July 2013.

Services within the BRICC will include a CT scanner, 
patient pharmacy, patient waiting areas and a 
Wellness Centre for patients and their families to 
improve their wellbeing throughout their treatment 
and beyond.

The building has been future-proofed for additional 
patient demand with the construction of two 
additional bunkers to accommodate two more 
radiotherapy machines and space provided to allow 
for the expansion of Day Oncology. 

The Centre also includes dedicated space for the 
BHS clinical trials team, which will increase the 
range of research which is undertaken into cancer 
and other illnesses. 

At present only the ground, fi rst and second fl oors 
are fi tted out. Two more fl oors of the building 
will be completed later this year and will initially 
house administrative offi ces. As demand for cancer 
services grows, these offi ces can be relocated and 
the additional fl oors used for patient care. The 
relocation of administrative areas is necessary due to 
the impending demolition of Yuille House.

BHS Chief Executive Offi cer Andrew Rowe said 
it was a signifi cant milestone for the Grampians 
community.

“This has been a momentous journey over the 
last four years for the community of Ballarat and 
the wider Grampians region. We now have a truly 
world class facility, which will provide for the needs 
of cancer patients for many years to come and 
facilitate the expansion of research.”

“This state-of-the art building will allow us to 
provide expanded radiotherapy and chemotherapy 
services to increasing numbers of patients in Ballarat 
and throughout the Grampians region,” Mr Rowe 
said.

BRICC Project Director Arrin Wislang said there 
was still work to be completed before all services 
became operational on 1 July.

“Several areas of the BRICC require further work, 
including the Wellness Centre, Pharmacy and Day 
Oncology Unit.”

“While many of these areas appear complete, minor 
building and electrical works, and installation of 
additional equipment are required before they can 
be used by patients,” Mr Wislang said.

Some staff have already relocated to the BRICC to 
support the commencement of patient services in 
the Centre. Others will relocate over the next few 
months.

Funding for the construction of the BRICC has been 
provided by both Federal and State Governments. 
Signifi cant fi nancial support has also been received 
from the community.

BRICC Executive Chairman Philip Reasbeck said 
that the new facility was a tribute to the resources 
and efforts devoted to its development, and to the 
community which it will serve.

“We intend it to be a model of excellence for 
cancer services, both for the Grampians Region 
and nationally. It will be a BRICC in the wall against 
cancer.”
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First patients treated at 
Ballarat Regional 
Integrated Cancer Centre

Stawell’s Cate Whitehead, pictured with her husband 
Peter, was one of the fi rst patients to undergo 
treatment at the BRICC.

Medical Oncologists

• Dr Kate Hamilton – Head of Medical Oncology, Full time

• Dr Lee Na Teo – Full time

• Dr Geoff Chong – Wednesday & Friday

• Dr Bhaumik Shah – Monday, Thursday & Friday

• Dr Yen Tran – Monday & Wednesday

• Dr Stephen Brown – Full time

• Dr Craig Carden – Tues am & Thursday pm

Ballarat Health Services donation form

(Title/name) Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/other:

Address:      Postcode:   Tel:

Email:

Direct my donation to:  the Ballarat Regional  Integrated Cancer Centre   the BHS Foundation  Research

Enclosed is my cheque or money order for the indicated amount: $25           $50         $100 $200 

My choice: $

Please debit the amount I have indicated from my:  VISA  Mastercard

Card No.   

Cardholder’s name: 

Signature:

Donations can also be made online at www.bhs.org.au or via direct deposit to:

ANZ, BSB 013-141, account number 907 659 583

All donations over $2 are tax deductible
If you do not wish to receive further communication from Ballarat Health Services Foundation please contact the 
Foundation by telephone on 03 5320 4093 or via email, geoffm@bhs.org.au    

- - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Expiry date: /

The BRICC’s 
Oncologists

Radiation Oncologists

• Dr Andrew See – Tuesday & Wednesday

• Dr. Louise Gorman – Full time

• Dr. Arman Kuyumcian – Monday, Thursday & Friday

• Additional Radiation Oncologists 

 will commence in the coming months

The following Oncologists will be working 
from the BRICC from 1 July 2013.

If you are currently seeing one of the above Oncologists, they 
will keep you informed on the transition of your care to the 
BRICC.

Become a supporter of the BRICC and have your gift 
recognised through the BRICC Flower Wall.

For just $2,000 you can purchase a fl ower block which will 
be engraved with an individual, family or business name. 

Each block contains a pressed fl ower in an acrylic block. 
There is a choice of six fl ower species to choose from, all 
indigenous to the Grampians Region.

You can view the Flower Wall and chose your block now on 
the ground fl oor of the Ballarat Regional Integrated Cancer 
Centre building.

BHS CEO Andrew Rowe was amongst the fi rst to purchase a 
block and encouraged others to follow his lead. 

“The Flower Wall is a terrifi c way to ensure enduring 
recognition of your gift to the BRICC,” he said.

For more information and to purchase a fl ower block, 
contact BHS Foundation and Fundraising Director Geoff 
Millar on 5320 4093 or via email at geoffm@bhs.org.au.

Flower Wall
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Please send your completed form to:
Geoff Millar

Foundation and Fundraising Director
Ballarat Health Services

PO Box 577, Ballarat, 3353
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Greater research capacity
The Ballarat Regional Integrated Cancer 
Centre will allow Ballarat Health Services 
to increase the range of research being 
undertaken into cancer and other illness.

BHS is already a leading research institution, 
however the dedicated space available in the 
BRICC for the BHS clinical research team will 
allow the range of research being undertaken 
to be increased.

When Ballarat Health Services staff began 
relocating to the building last month, the BHS 
clinical research unit was among the fi rst to 
move into their designated space.

BHS Research Manager Carmel Goss said 
the results of studies being undertaken by 
BHS researchers will directly impact on and 
improve patient care and outcomes.

“We have a dedicated research team that 
works closely with our medical oncologists 
investigating a number of cancers, including 

breast and bowel,” she said.

“Research currently being undertaken by 
the team includes participation in a range of 
national and international trials, as well as the 
development of our own local research,” Ms 
Goss said.

“As we further develop our research program 
at BHS, there will be a greater emphasis on 
academically driven research for Ballarat and 
the Grampians Region.”

BHS will continue to seek funding for 
research to develop infrastructure and 
support research. Plans are also underway to 
further develop the range of research being 
undertaken by junior medical staff and the 
encouragement of senior medical staff to 
actively pursue medical research opportunities.

I am extremely delighted to welcome you to this edition of 
BHS News. 

This newsletter highlights the progress of the Ballarat 
Regional Integrated Cancer Centre and the many 
milestones achieved so far, including the treatment of the 
fi rst radiation oncology patient last month.

The BRICC is a world class facility that we can all be proud 
of. When it becomes fully operation from 1 July, it will be 
providing patients from Ballarat and the Grampians Region 

with the best treatment and care available using state of the art equipment.

One particular focus of the BRICC will be its research component which will allow 
the range of research into cancer and other illnesses being undertaken by BHS to 
be greatly expanded.

Our four year journey to the full operations of the BRICC in July has been a 
combined effort from many people, including BHS staff, state and federal 
politicians and the community. I would like to particularly thank the community 
for their support of the project. I have constantly been amazed by people’s 
overwhelming support for BRICC and the services it will provide.

The Board and I are looking forward to a very exciting period of development 
at BHS. Planning and design on the helipad, carpark, ambulatory care and bed 
expansion project is well progressed. Further information on these projects will be 
included in future editions of the BHS News.

Andrew Faull

Ballarat Health Services Board of Management President

Welcome from 
the President

A message 
from our CEO
The Ballarat Regional Integrated Cancer Centre has been 
a four year journey for all those involved. From the fi rst 
meetings and concepts, to what is now one of the best 
regional cancer centres in Australia has been a truly 
remarkable experience.

I was honoured to recently meet one of the fi rst patients 
to undergo radiotherapy treatment at the BRICC, Cate 
Whitehead. Cate’s story is the reason why this centre 
has been built. Patients can undergo their treatment in 
Ballarat and remain close to their family and friends. As 
a patient, treatment for cancer can be diffi cult enough 
without being far removed from those you love.

The BRICC will help reduce current waiting times and 
allow for future expansion of cancer services for an 
increased number of patients from Ballarat and the 
Grampians Region. The centre is currently operating one 
radiotherapy machine, with a second due to commence 
operation in June. Additional space has been made 
available in the BRICC for the installation of a third 
and fourth machine as demand grows. This means the 
building will continue to serve cancer patients and their 
families in our community, and the region, for many 
years to come.

As CEO of Ballarat Health Services, I have been extremely 
proud of the dedication and commitment shown by 
staff during the construction and commissioning of 
the BRICC. There have been many challenges during 
construction, including delays caused by bad weather, 
however, anyone who has seen the centre will be able to 
say it has all been worth it. 

There is still work to be done before the remaining 
services commence over the coming months and I ask 
anyone visiting the Hospital to keep this in mind. There 
will come a time when we can proudly show off the 
centre to our community.

The construction of the BRICC has been a collaborative 
effort between many parties. Firstly, the Commonwealth 
and State Governments for their fi nancial commitments 
and I must also thank the community for their generous 
support. There are still many ways in which people can 
support the centre, and one of those is through the 
purchase of a fl ower on the BRICC fl ower wall. I am 
happy to say that I have become one of the fi rst people 
to purchase a fl ower for the wall and I encourage others 
to do so. 

Our exciting period of growth and development at BHS 
will continue over the coming years, with a number of 
exciting projects currently in the planning stage. The 
fi rst of these will be the demolition of Yuille House on 
Drummond Street and the construction of a new facility 
which will include additional beds, space for operating 
suite expansion and a new main entrance. The second 
project is the construction of a multi-storey car park and 
helipad. Planning is well advanced.

Andrew Rowe

The BRICC will be accessed by the new entrance off Sturt Street. 
This entrance provides access to the BRICC and also connects to 
the Base Hospital via ground and fi rst fl oor corridors.

When the current administration block and main hospital entrance 
is demolished early next year, the Sturt Street entrance will become 
the Base Hospital’s main entrance whilst a new Drummond 
Street building (which will include a new main entrance area) is 
constructed.

Further information will be communicated to the community 
relating to changes to hospital access once demolition of Yuille 
House draws nearer. 

When it opens in July, 
the BRICC will include a 
haematology service - the fi rst 
public haematology service to 
be provided in Ballarat in more 
than seven years. 

The service commenced in 
late March, with Dr Simon He 
and Dr Paul Turner providing 
an outreach service to Ballarat 
from Austin Health. 

The haematology service is 
currently being provided out of 
the Base Hospital’s Diagnostic 
and Consulting Suites until the 
BRICC’s outpatient clinics open 
in July.

How do you landscape two storeys up? Blow it in!

The Day Oncology rooftop garden was planted in 
March to allow it time to establish before day oncology 
patients use the BRICC.

Contractors ‘We Blow’ pumped in 90m3 of soil, 15m3 
of mulch and 15m3 screening to the BRICC’s garden. 
Jacaranda Landscapes also laid subsurface irrigation 
and drainage and planted four crepe myrtle trees and 
160 drought tolerant plants.

When the BRICC opens in July, the garden will provide 
a peaceful background for day oncology patients 
undergoing treatment.

The BRICC’s 
garden 
goes in

New haematology 
service

New entrance to 
the BRICC


