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 1 in 3 women and 1 in 5 men have been 

abused by the time they reach 18

 80% abused by family members.

 Female children more likely to be abused in 

the home

 Male children more likely to be abused outside 

the home 
ACSSA, 2012



“the focus has been on male victims, which is 

in line with data showing that most cases in 

the United states have involved clergy sexual 

contact with young adolescent male boys” 

Doyle, T. & Rubino, S  2004,  Catholic Clergy Sexual Abuse Meets the Civil Law. Pgs 

47,48



 Educational institutions were commonly 

reported sites of abuse

 Most of these were faith based institutions, 

followed by government institutions

 Of the faith based institutions, 68% were 

catholic and 12% were Anglican

 While almost 9 in 10 perpetrators were 

reportedly male they were most likely to be 

members of the clergy or religious orders

The Royal Commission 2014 Interim Report (Commonwealth Australia, 2014,pp.47,48)



“Professor Patrick Parkinson of Sydney University, a lawyer and 
expert on child protection, told the Victorian Inquiry,

…if you compare the statistics, I would say conservatively that 
there is six times as much abuse in the Catholic Church as all the 
other Churches in Australia combined. 

Putting things in perspective, the Catholic Church is the largest 
Church, and it also had a great deal of involvement in school work 
and orphanages, children’s homes and so on. 

Even still, the levels of the abuse in the Catholic Church are 
strikingly out of proportion with any other Church.”

Marr, D (2013). The Prince. Faith, Abuse and George pell.  Quarterly Essay Issue 51
.p32



“Ballararat [is] a tribal Catholic in a town where 

priests, nuns and brothers ruled the Catholic 

roost” 

Marr, D. (2013). The Prince. Faith, Abuse and George Pell.  Quarterly Essay.  Issue 51 

p9.



“Accused clergy were dealt with by church 

courts then handed to secular jurisdiction for 

further punishment.  That did not stop the 

crimes” 

Briggs, F. (2010) Child sex abuse and the church – how they got away with it.



“… Canon law 982 contained a canon 

stipulating that if victims confessed to being 

sexually abused by priests, the penitents were 

not to be absolved of sin until a retraction had 

been made and ‘damages repaired. 

…This code did not suggest that the priests 

who coerced and blackmailed parishioners to 

provide sex should be punished”.   

Briggs F, (2010) p1



“Naïve trusting parents have allowed priests to 

occupy the same room and even the same 

bed as their sons when they’ve had too much 

whisky.  Parents were flattered when priests 

chose their children to be altar boys.  They 

were prouder still when their sons were 

chosen to accompany priests on outings to 

other parishes or have sleep-overs in 

seminaries”.

Briggs, F. (2010) p5



“There were 45 kids in that classroom and he 

must have tried everyone.  Green was sure 

the staff at St. Patrick’s knew about Dowlan.  

He told me: “All the boys talked about what 

was going on.  I was only 12 years old and it 

was as plain as the nose on my face.  How 

adults couldn’t figure it out was beyond me.”  

Marr (2013) P19



“Churches tend to mirror aspects 

of family life and relationships so 

the abusive possibilities of one 

may be replicated in another”.

Gardner, F. (2001) p99 Defensive processes and deceptions: An analysis of the 

response of the institutional Church to Disclosures of Child Sexual Abuse. 



“Clergy sexual abuse victims respond to 

trauma in predictable ways ….trauma blocking 

is the attempt to numb, block or eliminate the 

pain.  Trauma shame emerges from the 

breach of trust and results in feelings that one 

is flawed or defective”. 

Doyle,T. & and Rubino, S. Catholic Clergy Sexual Abuse meets the Civil law. (2004)



Working with men – a feminist analysis

Myths of ‘maleness’ /  Australian machismo bloke 

culture silences -does not allow for weakness

 ‘Shame-o-phobia’

Long term effects similar to women though 

amplified by isolation and shame for men and fear 

of homophobia



A local response
 46 plus suicides in the Ballarat area linked to 

institutional abuse

 One male survivor, formed a ‘quasi support group’ 

after a suicide, developing the Ballarat Group 

Submission, presented to parliament in April 

2013.

 Direct link to CASA clinician, “word of mouth” – he 

would pass on details and men would directly 

contact Andrea at CASA 



 Royal Commission clients/males/ prioritised, 

large numbers coming forward in Ballarat

 August 2013 fortnightly men’s support group 

formed



Ballarat Centre Against Sexual Assault (CASA) Men’s support group

 Our group meets every second Tuesday, 5.30 to 7.15 at CASA, corner Vale & Edward St, Sebastopol.  We 
always start with some food, such as pizza, pies etc, which gives us a chance to catch up with what has 
been happening over the fortnight.  

 Most of the men in the group have experienced childhood sexual abuse in institutional settings.  The group 
doesn’t focus on the story of what happened, more on the effects – ways people have coped, like using 
drugs, alcohol, overworking, self harming and relationship breakdowns.  We try to develop more positive 
coping strategies.  

 It can be really helpful to realise that others are similar to you in how the abuse has affected their lives 
and we definitely don’t tell each other to ‘forget about it or get over it’. These are some of the things the 
men have said about the group:

 “it’s the first time I felt like I was not the freak show”
 I hadn’t gone out for a few years; since joining this group I have been out twice”
 “I’ve been to lots of other groups, but I’ve got more out of this group”
 In the group you’re talking to people who understand”
 “you can relate to other people’s experiences”

 If you are interested in joining the group, or just to see what it is like, please contact Andrea at CASA on 
53203933. We always welcome new people.



“For the first time in 50 years I didn’t feel isolated. I left the
group feeling peaceful. As I listened to the other men’s
stories I felt like I wasn’t the only member of the freak 
show. I wanted to hug the women running the group and 
say ‘Thank You’ for having the foresight to run this group.

“growing as an Aboriginal child in an orphanage, I’ve spent
my whole life not knowing where I fit in, this is the first 
time I ever felt I belonged”

“this group is my coping strategy”

(I) got more out of the group experience than I did from 
years of AA. I found it more helpful than my one on one 
counselling!



‘BSG’ achievements
 Issues paper “towards healing”

 Issues paper “redress schemes”

 Facilitator Andrea invited to Royal Commission round table in 
Sydney “redress schemes”, group were able to have input into 
that meeting

 Developing of group submission with more names and over 17 
institutions

 August 2014, Special meeting with chair of Royal Commission 
and commissioner Coates – over 15 attended, and two wives





How BSG has evolved:

 Due to requests, opened the group to those 

who experienced  abuse from families; not 

just institutions afterall…. “it’s all sexual 

assault”.

 Many have given private submissions, made 

police statements with SANO, current court 

cases



Ballarat Royal Commission Case 

Study 19-29 May 2015

 Many members of the group were witnesses 

during the hearings

 During the hearings the group expanded to 

27, providing support to those attending



Widespread media focus on the Ballarat hearings:
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…first week of the hearings; 

Ballarat’s “loud fence”
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Former Ballarat bishop Ronald Mulkearns 

remembers ‘misbehaving’ priest  

By ALICA THOMAS  

July 29, 2015, 1:47 p.m. 

 

Former Ballarat Bishop Ronald Mulkearns outside court in Geelong on Wednesday. 

PICTURE: ALICIA THOMAS 

FORMER Ballarat bishop Ronald Mulkearns has finally broken his silence about clergy sex 

abuse within the Catholic Church, telling a court he remembers a priest "misbehaving" in a 

sexual way. 

Bishop Mulkearns was forced to give evidence against former priest Robert Claffey who has 

pleaded not guilty to a string of sexual assault charges. 

Appearing in Geelong Magistrates Court on Wednesday, Bishop Mulkearns, now retired, 

underwent a compulsory examination revealing evidence about child sexual abuse for the 

first time in more than two decades. 




